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By ALFONSO CHARDY ., ;.
Herald Washington Bureau e

WASHINGTON -— In.astinging samatic relations."ithe State Depart:.

retaliation for the wexpulsion:.vof
three U.S. diplomats from-Nicara--
gua, the United States Tuesday
closed all six of Nicaragua's consu-
lates and .ordered the 21 diplomats
who staffed them to leave:the:coun-
try. .

The sweeping order announced
by the State Department late Tues-
day gave the six officers in charge
of the consulates in Miami, New
Orleans, Houston, New York, San -
Francisco and Los Angeles until 4
p.m. today to be out of the country.
The other 15 diplomats — all mem-
bers of the consular staffs — were
given until Friday to leave: U.S. of-
ficials charged -the -consulates,
which usually handle -only routine
affairs such as -visa -applications,

had been.used for spying. t
“Diplomats and staff at the Nicar-
aguan Embassy in Washington
‘were not affected by the order.
“The Nicaraguan government's
precipitate action in expelling U.S.
officials, giving them an unreason-
ably short deadline for leaving the
country, and then the public show
_Staged {in. Managua} on ‘June 6,
 called in our opinion for a strong re-
sponse,” said Rush Taylor, a
spokesman at the State Depart-
ment. } ~
~"“An important additional consid-;
“ gration was the Nicaraguan govern--
ment’s use of its consulates for in-
telligence operations,” Taylor said. -
He declined to elaborate on what -
type of intelligence activities the
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consulatesmight beengagedin. .,
-“The-expuisions were not intended
“as -a precursor.-to -breaking diplo-

*~“The response from Managua was
predictable and harsh. -
‘*This proves once again the arro-

.gant:and irresponsible attitude - of

‘the Uriited States,” said Daniel Or-

" tega, junta-coordinator and one -of

nine commanders-on the Sandinista
directorate. ,

“It-fortifies the lines of confron-
tation, of war, of the bloodletting of
Central America,” Ortega said at.a
ceremony for the signing of an agri-
cultural agreement between Cuban
and Nicaragua. ’

Former Florida Sen.. Richard
Stone, now a . presidential - envoy
charged with negotiating peace in
Charged YW TheRm TR

. {Central America, is scheduled to ar-

“vive in Managua Friday. Stone, who
larrived in Venezuela Tuesday night,

" said he still will go to Nicaragua de-

spite the diplomatic expulsions be-
scause there may be “a chance to
thome closer to peace.” )
*Z -Nicaragua on Monday had given

®

of plotting to harm ——-even kill —
Foreign Minister Miguel ‘D’Escoto
~gsith a bottle of “poisoned” Bened-
ictine.
' “The three — Linda M. Pfeifel, a
counselor for political affairs at the

. US.Embassy in Managua; David

MNeble Greig, -a first secretary; and

Zrmila Rodriguez, a second secre- ©

tary — returned to Washington
“Tuesday.
“=-*] have only one thing to say:'We

‘Eategorically reject -the absurd . -
_ -¢harges against us,” Pfeifel told re-

‘porters during a brief

stopover in
Miami. :

.

:

sthree U.S. diplomats at the Ameri-
%an Embassy in Managua 24 hours 1
‘to leave the country, accusing them'
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. | gr‘Manuel Cordero, minister counse-l
Jor of .the Nicaraguan Embassy in
MWashington, said his government
< will comply with the U.S. order

uclosing the consulatesand expelling
their diplomatic officers. Cordero

estimated the total number of Ni-
caraguans affected at “about 50 or

60 including smali children.”

., But, complained Cordero, instead
%f retaliating the U.S. government
should “investigate” the reasons for
Nicaragua's expulsion of the Ameri-
can diplomats.

-~ Cordero and Antonio Jarquin, the
new Nicaraguan ambassador in
Washington, were summoned to the
State Department Tuesday after-
noon and informed of the U.S. ac-
tion by James Michel, the acting as-
sistant secretary of state for inter-
American Affairs.

““The meeting lasted .25 minutes _

§nd was described by Cordero as
one of “austere-cordiality.”

When Michel finished, said Cor-
dero, “we reiterated’' our accusa-
tions” against the expelled Ameri-
.can diplomats. “Mr. Michel then
gategorically denied our accusa-
Aions.”

A high-level Nicaraguan diplo-
matic source.said that Ambassador

Jarquin then delivered a ‘brief
speech” to Michel stating the Nicar-
‘aguan government’s position.
= Jarquin Teportedly told Michel
that “countries and their leaders
amay disagree with each other, and
often do, but that when crimes and
anurder are used as a political weap-
n, then this does become the af-
fairs of a civilized country.”

~ The Nicaraguan source said Mi-
;ghel interrupted Jarquin and sternly
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told him that he had not been sum-
moned to discuss or debate the U.S.
decision because it was final and ir-
revocable.

Jarquin, who has not vet presem-
ed his credentials to President Rea-
gan, had no public comment on the
State Department action. He ar-i
rived here three weeks ago to re-
place the former ambassador, Fran-
cisco Fiallos, who resigned due to -
political disagreements with  the
Sandinista government. Jarquin is
to present his credentials June 16.

The latest incident in the deterio-
rating relations .between the two
countries surfaced early Monday
when the Nicaraguans ordered the
three U.S. «diplomats.expelled, -ac-
-cusing ‘them-of trying to™*‘destabi-
lize” the Jefnst Sandunst.da govern-
ment. -~

: L.amrjnmmy Lemnfcema. the
‘ANncaraguan sgovernment’s; security
* chief, calied-anews conférence and
specifically.accused the three of in-
volvement with a CIA “plot™ to pon—‘
. son'D’Escoto.

-Cerna said they “were caught
when they tried to recruit Marlene
Moncada, a consular secretary at
the Nicaraguan Embassy in Teguci- *
galpa, Honduras who appeared at
the press conference, to deliver a
bottle of liquor to D'Escoto, a Ma-
rvknoll priest. -

The United States denied the ac-
cusations.

But in %hin%wn,-congressional‘
sources said the House Intelligence
Committee will investigate Effe RNi-
caraguan charges “to make sure the
CIA is not vonann the prohibition
on_assassinations 0f ToreLgn Tead-
ers.”

Cordero told a mews conference
at the Nicaraguan Embassy that de-
spite the worsening relations with-
the Washington, the Sandinista
government “has absolutely no in-
tention of breaking relations with
the United States.”

He also declared that the “ex-
change of expulsions” was not “the
issue.” ‘He said the source of ten-
sions between Nicaragua and the
United States was *“‘the covert war
the Reagan Administration has un-
dertaken agamst my.. govemment. :
‘and my people.” - & - T~

The reference ‘was 2o the covert
CIA funding and other assistance
anti-Sandinista forces based in Hon-
"duras and fighting the Managua re-
gime. Only a few hours before the
U.S. decision to close the Nicara-
guan consulates was announced,
the House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee voted 20-14 to end the covert
program.

“The real issue,” said Cordero,
“is that the American government
is out to overthrow our govern-
ment.”
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